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INFORMATION NOTE ON SIDE EVENT ON THE MARGINS
OF THE WORKS OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Theme: “Unilateral Coercive Measures as a critical impediment to the realization of the
Right to Development”

Date: Wednesday, 30 October 2024

Time: 13:15-14:30 Hrs.

Venue: Conference Room 7 (UNHQ)

Language: English

Format: In person (with live coverage via UN Web TV)
Level: PR/IDPR/CdA

Moderator: H.E. Mr. Samuel Moncada, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the United Nations

Panelists (7 minutes presentations):

1. Professor Alena Douhan, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Negative
Impact of Unilateral Coercive Measures on the Enjoyment of Human Rights

2. Ambassador Zamir Akram, Chair-Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council
Working Group on the Right to Development (Via Pre-recorded Video)

3. H.E. Mr. Neville Melvin Gertze, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the
Republic of Namibia to the United Nations — co-facilitator of the “Pact for the
Future” (TBC)

4. Mr. Mihir Kanade, Expert of the Mechanism on the Right to Development (Via VTC)

Statements: 3 Minutes (Note: 5 Minutes for Member States of the GoF).

#LiftSanctions #SolidaritylnAction #R2DisLife #Health4All #StrongerTogether #SanctionsKill
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Background:

Almost forty (40) years after the adoption of the Declaration on the Right to
Development (also known as R2D), in accordance with Resolution 41/128 of 04
December 1986, the United Nations has yet to agree on a legally binding international
instrument on a subject of such a paramount importance. In spite of the tireless efforts of
political, social, and academic groups, as well as of States, acting both individually
collectively, including as part of major groupings, such as the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) and the G77 plus China, a Convention on this subject is yet to be finalized.

Parallel to the growing and urgent need for moving forward towards a treaty that
would codify the right to development, the interventionist policies of some States have
intensified, supported by increasingly widespread and sophisticated strategies aimed at
undermining the stability and political systems of sovereign States.

This includes, for instance, the illegal promulgation and application of unilateral
coercive measures (UCMs), which has over-compliance as one of its by-products. These
cruel and inhumane measures, which actively and directly violate the human rights of
over a third of humanity, in over 30 countries, constitute themselves a clear and deliberate
attack on the right to development, while representing today the major obstacle for the
implementation of national development plans in targeted nations. As such, the Right to
Development, as a broad and integrative concept of rights, is directly and
comprehensively hindered by the application of such actions that go clearly against both
the purposes and principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter and the norms of
international law.

In her most recent reports, from 2023 and 2024, the Special Rapporteur of the
Human Rights Council on the negative impact of unilateral coercive measures on the
enjoyment of human rights, Professor Alena F. Douhan, reported on the increasing trend
of over-compliance with so-called “sanctions” by governments, companies, and various
entities. This phenomenon is the result of a lack of clarity, transparency, and regulatory
frameworks regarding the scope of such illegal measures, which actively affect States'
ability to guarantee the human rights of their own populations, causing humanitarian
consequences and untold sufferings, especially among the most vulnerable sectors. The
Special Rapporteur also emphasized the need for the High Commissioner for Human
Rights to formalize a methodology for monitoring and evaluating the humanitarian impact
of unilateral coercive measures, the means used in their enforcement, and the excessive
zeal in their compliance.
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The current year has been marked by some steps in the right direction, particularly
towards advancing efforts aimed at raising awareness of this issue. In April, for the first
time ever, the outcome document of the 2024 ECOSOC Financing for Development
Forum included a clear call to States to refrain from promulgating and applying unilateral
coercive measures. This situation was subsequently repeated both in the outcome
document of the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development and in
the “Pact for the Future”, which both included similar provisions.

In addition, on 13 June 2024, a plenary session was held to debate on the
“Elimination of Extraterritorial Unilateral Economic Coercive Measures Used as a Tool of
Political and Economic Coercion”. At that time, it became evident that there is a growing
consensus on the negative impact of such illegal measures, including on the realization
of the right to development, and an almost unanimous rejection to the application of these
so-called sanctions. This agenda item is now to be considered on a biennial basis, as per
the provisions of General Assembly resolution 78/329, adopted earlier this year by
consensus, which is a demonstration of the growing understanding of the negative impact
of these arbitrary and unfair measures; a reality that can no longer be ignored or swept
under the carpet, mindful, among others, of its negative impact on both present and future
generations from entire peoples around the world.

There is no doubt that the expansion and sophistication of unilateral coercive
measures pose a serious obstacle to the fulfilment of human rights, particularly of the
right to development, something that has been recognized by various UN officials,
including the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, as well
as the three existing Special Procedures on the matter: the Special Rapporteur, the
Working Group, and the Expert Mechanism.

Therefore, in a context of escalating conflict, driven by interventionism and
hegemonism, increasing inequality and poverty, concentration of wealth in a few hands,
and the promotion of hate speech by elite groups, a breeding ground continues to be
created for the emergence of social conflict, to the detriment of both the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the achievement of the promise of peace, justice and
development contained in the UN Charter.

Objectives:
¢ Obtain an Updated Assessment: to seek insights from experts with a cross-

regional perspective on the extent and impact of unilateral coercive measures
on States’ national plans and policies for social and sustainable development.
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Explore Multilateral Approaches: to study multilateral methods to effectively
advocate for the complete, immediate and unconditional lifting of unilateral
coercive measures and contribute to raising global awareness regarding their
adverse effects, particularly on vulnerable populations.

Facilitate Open Dialogue: to provide a platform for open dialogue and
exchange of views among Member States, United Nations Agencies officials,
academics, civil society representatives, and human rights experts. The goal is
to reflect on the negative impact of unilateral coercive measures on the
attainment of the SDGs and the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

To provide an opportunity for elaborating and identifying means and ways for
ensuring the implementation of relevant resolutions and declarations adopted
by United Nations entities and human rights bodies, including the General
Assembly and the Human Rights Council, on the negative impact of unilateral
coercive measures, as a concreate demonstration of the commitment to leaving
no one behind and ensuring the protection and realization of the human rights
of all peoples, including those from targeted countries, particularly in face of the
current global crisis.

-]/

#LiftSanctions #SolidaritylnAction #R2DisLife #Health4All #StrongerTogether #SanctionsKill



