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1- Background

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) marks the first-time migration has been
fully recognized as a core development consideration by the international community. The 2030
Agenda consists of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 accompanying targets — eight of
which are explicitly linked to human mobility and all of which have an impact on, or are impacted by,
human mobility.

Strengthening the positive impact of human mobility on societies and sustainable development can
help to advance key priority areas of the UN Common Agenda and 2030 Agenda and support the role
of human mobility as a global public good for a renewed global social contract. This means
understanding migration and displacement in the broader context of reducing inequalities and
empowering everyone, including migrants and displaced persons, to actively participate in and
contribute to societal challenges. Responding to inadequate health systems; gaps in social protection;
or environmental degradation, inequal recovery from the pandemic, the digital divide, discrimination
and exploitation and conflict and security have to be inclusive of people on the move if we are to
reduce poverty for all and ensure we leave no one behind.

IOM is fully committed to supporting Member States to advance key priority areas of the UN Common
Agenda, the 2030 Agenda as well as the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM),
which provides a framework for further accelerating migration governance, in line with human rights
and sustainable development. IOM also remains fully committed to stand together with the
international community and take urgent action to design and implement sustainable solutions to
reduce inequalities, assist and protect those who are most affected by the adverse impacts of climate
change, environmental degradation and disasters, including migrants and internally displaced persons
(IDPs).

The forthcoming SDG Summit, which will take place in September 2023, marks the mid-way point of
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, and an opportunity to assess progress towards the SDGs. In
support of these common efforts, both sessions of the International Dialogue on Migration (IDM) —in
New York and Geneva — will focus on assessing how migration —and IOM — can further contribute to
the attainment of the SDGs, leaving no one behind.

1 Last updated on 06 March 2023.
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The two sessions of the IDM are part of a broader global process to develop transformative and
accelerated actions leading up to the target year of 2030 for achieving the SDGs. In this context, the
IDM will be timely in the lead up to global commitments that include the High-Level Political Forum on
Sustainable Development (HLPF), the UN High-level meeting on universal health coverage (UHC-HLM),
the SDG Summit, and the Summit of the Future. It will also guide IOM’s own contributions to attaining
the SDGs and particular IOM contributions to the Summit of the Future and other key UN processes,
including by discussing and contributing to refine “acceleration points”, which were first introduced by
IOM in its submissions to the HLPF in 2020. These actions — in the context of major global
transformations that already present and will continue to generate an evolving set of challenges and
opportunities in relation to human mobility — apply an integrated approach to migration, recovery and
sustainable development, and build on the opportunities the GCM objectives can bring for the
achievement of the SDGs individually and as a whole.

2- The strategic importance of the IDM 2023

- Showcase on how to break the silos and discuss a topic that leads towards the Sustainable
Development Goals Summit and to address multivariate drivers of instability as well as laying
a foundation for sustainable recovery.

- The IDM in 2023 will be aligned with the IOM Institutional Strategy on Migration and
Sustainable Development that outlines a whole-of-organization approach to
comprehensively integrate migration and development into policymaking and programming
within IOM. The IDM will serve as a platform to identify tangible actions to contribute and
support the necessary active engagement in the UN Development System and hinges on
building stronger partnerships within the UN system and beyond.

- The IDM will serve as a participatory platform to recognize the centrality of the community
in the IOM planning and programming; and to bring the voices of migrants and communities
for joint action towards accelerating the SDGs. This engagement will strengthen the advocacy
capacity of IOM and empower migrants’ voices towards tangible actions for the SDGs targets
(especially SDG 11, sustainable cities and communities).

3- First Session of the IDM 2023 — New York

The New York Session, which will take place on 30-31 March 2023, will provide an opportunity for
Member States, international organisations, civil society, youth, women, communities and other key
stakeholders to take stock of the increasingly complex and intertwined ways in which human mobility
is impacted by and impacts major transformations. These include the demographic shift, urbanization,
digitalization, widening inequalities, mistrust and exclusion from decision making, climate change,
conflicts, the challenges within the multilateral system, changes in the funding ecosystem. to the IDM
will also serve to generate more impetus, building on the progress since 2015, and the landmark IMRF
Progress Declaration, to maximize the positive impact of human mobility by discussing and refining
practical actions towards the acceleration of the SDGs.

3.1. IDM New York 2023 Objectives
The first session of the IDM NY 2023 will have the following objectives:

In the context of the unique and interlocking set of crises facing the world, and ongoing major global
transformations, this IDM session will:

1. Take stock and discuss promising and emerging practices of integrated migration governance
solutions for the acceleration of the SDGs, mid-way into the implementation of the 2030
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Agenda and the SDGs, and ahead of the HLPF and the SDG Summit, with a focus on interlinkages
across the SDGs and targets and key areas where transformative pathways for accelerated
progress have been successful.

2. Promote community-based approach discussions about challenges and good practices on
identifying and addressing the needs of migrants, leaving no one behind (e.g. targets 1.3 on
social protection schemes, 10.2 on promoting the social, economic and political inclusion of all,
11.1 on access to basic services and housing, 11.3 on inclusive and sustainable urbanization,
16.1 on reducing violence, 16.7 on participatory decision-making, and others).

3. Identify opportunities and recommendations to accelerate tangible global and regional actions
timely in the road of the UN processes global summits.

3.2.Expected Outcomes

This IDM session will provide a platform to understand more deeply to what extent migrants and
human mobility should be better integrated in the achievement of the SDGs. The SDG monitoring
framework requires states to report on the progress they are making in attaining SDG targets and has
placed new demands on countries to collect more data on different aspects of migration and
development.

The motto of the SDGs is to ‘leave no one behind’, and often migrants or migrant sub-groups — such as
IDPs or unaccompanied minors — are particularly exposed to exclusion and vulnerabilities. To include
them in development policies, they first need to be counted and visible. This means disaggregating

Greater efforts are needed to create migration and development data from the 2030 Agenda. There is
a wide range of innovative projects, expertise and a shared commitment to leave no one behind before
2030. However, to date, there has been no comprehensive stocktaking either of migration trends
within the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) or of the effects that the SDGs have had on migration
data, posing challenges to understand the overall impact of including migration in such a high-level
global process. Therefore, the first session of the IDM 2023 will be essential to advance this discussion
and foment the creation of alternatives for engaging, empowering and enabling migrants as
development actors.

It will be key to link SDG indicators with risk factors that hinder the SDG achievements and goals in
matters of migration, understanding the needs of IDPs in the different regions. In this context, it is
crucial for the IDM to have a geographical/regional approach, recognizing that there are different
realities in place. Thus, the IDM will look at how we can showcase achievements and challenges, and
bring recommendations and good practices, connecting to the SDGs and the 2023 mid-point review.

Outcome 1 — Participants identified and shared challenges and responses in strengthening migration
as a pillar to attain the Sustainable Development Goals.

Outcome 2 — Relevant stakeholders displayed the progress on migration management towards
achieving the SDGs.

Outcome 3 — Global, local and community’s actors drafted practical and tangible actions towards the
acceleration of migration within the SDGs leading up to the SDG Summits and other relevant UN
processes.

3.3. Structure of Panels — IDM New York 2023

Recognizing that a successful implementation of the SDGs requires systematic and multi-stakeholder
engagement, each of the 6 IDM NY panels will be a platform for discussions at the Global (including
global actors), People (women, youth, and communities), and Local (including local governments)
levels, in line with the UN Common Agenda, the GCM and the Agenda 2030.

@IOMHINGRATION 3



The IDM will promote interlinkages between national implementation and the regional and local levels,
highlighting good practices in the context of the evaluation of the SDGs, with a whole-of-society and
whole-of-organization approaches.

Day 1 —-30 March 2023

Time Panels

Opening session: Ensuring human mobility is leveraged as a crucial

10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
a.m am component to achieve the 2030 Agenda

11:30 a.m. —1:00 p.m. | 1. Strengthening migration data for action, insight, and foresight

1:00 p.m.—=3:00 p.m. | Break

2. Empowering diasporas, migrants and displaced persons as

3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. development agents

3. Towards the Acceleration of SDG 3 Implementation: Ensuring an

4. .m.—6: .m.
30p.m.~6:00 p.m Inclusive Universal Health Coverage agenda

Day 2 - 31 March 2023

Time Panels

4. Engaging Youth to capitalize on the potential of human mobility in
10:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m.| the context of climate change, environmental degradation, disasters
and for greening the economy

11:30 a.m. —1:00 p.m. | 5. Building resilient and peaceful cities and communities

1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m. | Break

Closing Remarks: Key actions to accelerate achievement of the

: .m.—4: .m.
3:00 p.m 30 p.m Sustainable Development Goals

Day 1
Opening session: Ensuring human mobility is leveraged as a crucial component to achieve the 2030

Agenda

Human mobility in all its dimensions is part and parcel of the delivery of the 2030 Agenda. With the
right enabling conditions, human mobility helps achieve development outcomes and fulfil the
aspirations of those who move and the societies they join, as well as those who stay behind. But these
benefits are not guaranteed. When relevant policies do not consider the needs of migrants or the
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effects of migration, migrants are put at risk, communities come under strain and development gains
are jeopardized.

Migration continues to be a highly visible reflection of global inequalities whether in terms of wages,
labour market opportunities or lifestyles. Speaking of migrants and displaced persons means speaking
about the people who have been a cornerstone of development, innovation and progress since the
dawn of time. At the same time, these are the very people who too often have suffered, been stranded
and excluded and exposed to abuse, exploitation and discrimination solely based on their movements.
Migrants and displaced populations are more likely to find themselves impacted by various forms of
intersecting inequalities and risks to their well-being and life: migrating remains far from safe: since
2014, nearly 45,000 lives have been lost during the journey worldwide, though the true number is likely
far higher. Migrant workers also often work in dangerous roles and foreign-born employees are in
higher danger of occupational injuries than native-born peers. Non-fatal occupational injuries are also
more common among foreign-born employees in the same countries. Social protection coverage of
migrants is also low and exacerbates the risk of falling into poverty. Only 23% of migrants have access
to social protection benefits in destination and origin countries through portability and bilateral
agreements.

Mobility patterns are also increasingly complex —driven and impacted by major global transformations
— that already present and will continue to generate its own and evolving set of challenges and
opportunities in the years to come and well beyond the 2030 Agenda, including as they relate to
demographic shifts; digitalization; mistrust, exclusion from decision-making and hyper individualism;
conflicts; climate change; changes to the funding ecosystem; and challenges within the multilateral
system. At the mid-way point of the 2030 Agenda, these persisting and new challenges risk leaving one
in every eight people in the world behind - hundreds of millions of international migrants, internal
migrants and displaced persons.

Human mobility is a global common good, not a problem to be solved. Inclusion of mobile populations,
and integration of human mobility considerations across sustainable development efforts, is part of
the solution, and requires leveraging the unprecedented Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular
Migration and the Secretary General’s Action Agenda for Internally Displaced Persons.

As we near the mid-term implementation of the 2030 Agenda, there is an opportunity to take stock of
the increasingly complex and intertwined ways in which human mobility is impacted by and impacts
major transformations; and to reflect and discuss practical policy and operational acceleration actions
that have the potential to accelerate progress on the SDGs as a whole in what remains of the Decade
of Action, but also — and looking beyond the 2030 Agenda — that can be an integral component of the
renewed social contract needed to secure our future.

Objective

Take stock of the increasingly complex and intertwined ways in which human mobility is impacted by
and impacts major transformations; and to reflect and discuss acceleration actions that leverage
human mobility for sustainable development.

Panel 1: Strengthening migration data for action, insight, and foresight
Introduction

The inclusion of migration in the SDGs was a unique opportunity to improve migration data. For
instance, SDG target 17.18 calls for greater support to developing countries to increase the availability
of “high-quality, timely and reliable data, disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, ethnicity, and
migratory status”. This reflects a growing understanding that strengthening migration data is an
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important way to facilitate safe, regular migration pathways and durable solutions, ensuring no one is
left behind in the quest for sustainable development.

After the approval of the 2030 agenda, there has clearly been progress in developing new ways to
gather data and report on migration and development targets related to the SDGs. Calls to improve
migration data to formulate evidence-based migration policies and inform public discourse have
become increasingly strong. Out of twenty-three objectives of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly
and Regular Migration (GCM), adopted in December 2018, Objective one is solely devoted to data.
However, significant data gaps still exist in all areas of the SDGs in terms of geographic coverage,
timeliness, and level of disaggregation. There remains a particular lack of timely, comparable, reliable,
and disaggregated migration data, which means that we are not able to understand where people on
the move are being left behind in the SDGs, or to fully capture the benefits of human mobility for
sustainable development.

Currently, countries continue to face the consequences of the COVID-19 global pandemic and assess
the effectiveness of their responses to this crisis, which presents opportunities and challenges in
improving migration data availability and utilization. In this context, to identify overlapping
vulnerabilities, it is essential to capture the impacts on migrants and better inform prevention and
response programming.

More action is needed to translate SDG data frameworks and GCM Objective 1 into durable solutions
and safe, regular migration pathways. Therefore, strengthening migration data remains crucial to
developing evidence-based policies and programmes that enable safe, regular migration pathways and
durable solutions in the context of sustainable, climate resilient development.

Objective

Through data, this session will illustrate the compelling, positive role migrants and diaspora play in
sustainable development. The session will highlight data-driven approaches to strengthen durable
solutions which are aligned with the 2030 Action Agenda and SDGs, the IDP Action Agenda, the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change and Paris Agreement, and the Global Compact on Migration
among others

Panel 2: Empowering Diasporas and Migrants as Development Agents
Introduction

We live in an ever-interconnected world where communities and individual experiences increasingly
transcend geographic boundaries. More and more of us live transnational lives, caring about and
contributing to multiple localities simultaneously. Transnational communities, composed of migrants
and diasporas, play an invaluable role in the life and growth of the various societies they participate in.
They create bridges that allow the sharing and dissemination of knowledge, ideas, values, technology
and economic resources. As such, these communities are important actors that can accelerate
countries’ achievement of sustainable development, as framed within the 2030 Agenda and beyond.

While this is commonly accepted and even features prominently in the Global Compact for Safe,
Orderly, and Regular Migration (specifically, under its Objectives 19 and 20), there remains a scarcity
of data on the contributions that transnational communities make to sustainable development.
Migrants’ economic contributions to their countries of origin in the form of remittances have been well
documented. Latest World Bank data shows that they continued to increase over the past year and are
the most significant international financial flow for many low- and middle-income countries.
Remittances are an important source of private capital and have recognised importance in developing
human capital. However, important as they are, remittances only capture a small fraction of the
multitude of ways in which migrants and diasporas economic capital contributes to their countries of
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origin and residence. Other sources of diaspora economic capital such as investment, business
development and trade are important too. Yet data on these contributions can be difficult to source.

When engaging in humanitarian and development activities, diasporas face multiple challenges in
terms of building trust with key actors, seeking funding to sustain their initiatives, and ensuring the
existence and sustainability of their projects. These challenges depend on establishing adequate
conditions to facilitate their successful engagements. To ensure prosperity, it becomes essential that
stakeholders systematically work together to recognize diaspora contributions, capital, and potential
while strengthening the capacity-building of diaspora organizations, particularly in financial and
organizational management. Moreover, key actors that engage in transnational operations should
further institutionalize their communication channels and expand their areas of collaboration targeting
specific populations and locations.

Allowing migrants and diaspora to maximise their economic contributions to development requires
their enablement. Such support may constitute stabilizing the employment opportunities of migrant
workers in host countries, supporting returning migrants, improving access to financial inclusion in
developing countries, providing an enabling regulatory environment, reducing remittance costs, and
improving the data related to transaction costs.

Objective

Provide a platform for migrants and diasporas to share their experiences and views on how to
strengthen diaspora contributions in development.

Panel 3: Towards the acceleration of SDG 3 implementation: ensuring an inclusive Universal Health
Coverage agenda

Introduction

In September 2023, UNGA High-Level Week will feature several meetings on key cross-cutting issues
of particular interest to migration and to ensuring equitable access to services to recover. There will
be three HLMs related to health, including on Universal Health Coverage, on Pandemic Prevention,
Preparedness and Response, and on the Fight Against Tuberculosis.

The first UN high-level meeting on Universal Health Coverage in New York, held in 2019, resulted with
the adoption of a political declaration which explicitly mentions addressing the needs of migrants,
refugees, and internationally displaced peoples (IDPs), and representing a significant milestone for
global development, global health and migration health goals. At the 2018 HLM on the Fight Against
Tuberculosis, the resulting Political Declaration recognized migrants as an affected population which
often experiences catastrophic, economic, and social impacts and burden due to the disease. The HLM
on Pandemic Prevention, Preparedness and Response will be the first UNGA meeting of its kind, and
presents a key opportunity to discuss enabling human mobility as part of resilient pandemic
preparedness and response, a topic that has been discussed in recent IOM governing bodies meetings.

The proposed IDM Session will provide the space for MS and key stakeholders to discuss how migration
can be included in these UNGA HLM discussions and outcomes, and to identify the opportunities to
promote the health and empowerment of refugees and migrants therein, including in terms of
disaggregating development data and outcomes by migratory status, age, sex/gender, disability status,
and other dimensions. The discussions will also bring forward the outcomes of the recent IMRF, and
garner interest from MS to further reinforce the importance of ensuring health for migrants and
equitable access to health services to recover from public health emergencies to be featured in the
political declaration, the outcome document of the SDG Summit and plans for the upcoming third
global consultation on health of migrants and refugees where monitoring health outcomes and a global
research agenda on this topic are proposed for discussions. This will also result in recommendations
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uhc2030.org%2Fun-hlm-2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7Corebolledo%40iom.int%7C659b05c3d8414ba5bac708dafd5225cb%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C638100826501161185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UomAcbUTnuLpO1b%2B%2BZMAc7ZzRj5RxQ%2FM%2BLOEuW3qlxQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iom.int%2Fsites%2Fg%2Ffiles%2Ftmzbdl486%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2FMHD_Infosheet_UHC_2022_EN_09.12.2022.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Corebolledo%40iom.int%7C659b05c3d8414ba5bac708dafd5225cb%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C638100826501161185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RUKWgFE8Hrte6pTVDdFc7ChIbTjrl%2B%2Fdc8%2BthTTBFEw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgoverningbodies.iom.int%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2Fen%2Fscpf%2F30th%2Fs-30-8-enabling-human-mobility.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Corebolledo%40iom.int%7C659b05c3d8414ba5bac708dafd5225cb%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C638100826501161185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gTEd6%2B8CHuuY53sY%2FdAnuKnI838Ffuw9mgRV8QsYEmI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgoverningbodies.iom.int%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2Fen%2Fscpf%2F30th%2Fs-30-8-enabling-human-mobility.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Corebolledo%40iom.int%7C659b05c3d8414ba5bac708dafd5225cb%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C638100826501161185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gTEd6%2B8CHuuY53sY%2FdAnuKnI838Ffuw9mgRV8QsYEmI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iom.int%2Fsites%2Fg%2Ffiles%2Ftmzbdl486%2Ffiles%2Four_work%2FDMM%2FMigration-Health%2Fmhd_position_paper_sdgs_02.09.2020_en.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Corebolledo%40iom.int%7C659b05c3d8414ba5bac708dafd5225cb%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C638100826501161185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W1vjdOkLVPeHL9fopH5hemwkl1W2IWp3hSXy3Pqb278%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fen%2Fconferences%2FSDGSummit2023&data=05%7C01%7Corebolledo%40iom.int%7C659b05c3d8414ba5bac708dafd5225cb%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C638100826501161185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kGt0laqB%2FCA3zBo2a3wKuq9CUxYd6DUQVLxtJNAZ8K4%3D&reserved=0

that will feed into the IOM inputs to the SDG Summit and relevant ongoing work through the UN
Migration Network.

Objective

Identify the opportunities to promote the health and empowerment of refugees and migrants therein.

Day 2

Panel 4: Engaging Youth to Capitalize on the potential of Human Mobility in the context of Climate
Change, Environmental Degradation, Disasters and for Greening the Economy

Introduction

In the past years, young people all over the globe have mobilized to raise awareness of the need to
take more action to fight climate change and deliver on the promises of achieving the 17 SDGs goals of
the 2030 Agenda. Young people today are fully aware of the challenges the world is facing because of
the climate crisis and how climate change impacts can jeopardize their future. But, they also
acknowledge the opportunities that lay ahead of us. Youth voices and ideas were at the forefront of
COP27 with the first-ever dedicated youth and children pavilion, the first-ever nomination for a COP
Youth Envoy, the release of the COP27 Global Youth Statement and the adoption of the first African
Youth Declaration on Climate Mobility.

While the climate crisis affects everyone, everywhere, its impacts are greater on those most
vulnerable, like children and youth?. When facing adverse climatic conditions that very often intersect
with other social, political and economic factors, people engage in different forms of migration either
within their countries or abroad. Children and young migrants face specific challenges during their
migration or displacement experience, especially as it occurs at a crucial time in their emotional,
cognitive, physical and social development. When moving in this context they are exposed to a variety
of risks such as abuse, trafficking and exploitation. For example, the impacted livelihoods by climate
change and the lack of employment opportunities in the Lake Chad Basin region expose many young
people to armed conflicts and violence and to the risk of being recruited by armed groups with
promises for better opportunities. However, specific vulnerabilities of children and young migrants in
the context of climate change, environmental degradation and disaster remain underexplored and
their specific needs are often overlooked in climate-migration related policy processes. In this context,
IOM, UNICEF and other partners jointly released in 2022 a set of guiding principles that looks at
protecting children on the move in the context of climate change, yet much more needs to be done. In
the context of climate and environmental change, migration can either aggravate young people’s
challenges or boost their opportunities.

Looking at the future, predictions indicate that many more people will be on the move within their
own countries because of the adverse effects of climate change, continuing exposing children and
youth to a variety of risks. The Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change in his 6th report of 2022,
highlights that "Regions with more youthful populations — such as Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and
Central America - are both highly vulnerable to climate change impacts, and reliant on agriculture,
forestry, aquaculture, and fisheries for livelihoods. (...) In these vulnerable regions, climate change
compounds other drivers such as poverty to increase youth out-migration to urban areas or other
regions (medium confidence), which can further worsen rural economies."

Migration can offer young people new opportunities and horizons, such as the chance to improve skills,
access alternative livelihoods, pursue education, and the opportunity to use it as a strategy to adapt
to the changing climate. Where possible, migration has to be a choice, especially for youth to explore

2 Between the ages 10 and 24 years, according to UNFPA, State of the World Population: The Power of 1.8 Billion (UNFPA, 2014). Available at
www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/EN-SWOP14-Report_FINALweb.pdf.
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iom.int%2Fsites%2Fg%2Ffiles%2Ftmzbdl486%2Ffiles%2Four_work%2FDMM%2FMigration-Health%2Fmhd_position_paper_sdgs_02.09.2020_en.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Corebolledo%40iom.int%7C659b05c3d8414ba5bac708dafd5225cb%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C638100826501161185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W1vjdOkLVPeHL9fopH5hemwkl1W2IWp3hSXy3Pqb278%3D&reserved=0
https://www.childrenandyouthpavilion.info/
https://cop27.eg/#/news/12/COP27%20President%20Designate%20sele
https://cop27.eg/#/news/12/COP27%20President%20Designate%20sele
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoy17eg.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F11%2FGYS-2022-V.-Z.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Ciduca%40iom.int%7C5ab2887f3d1842763d3908daea688f43%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C638080032039189925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eM1jMYXg%2Bcq%2BC1GvemrjbrG4g3%2BpOeis0XRbP%2BtmJLA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.co%2F3a9vxLdgaC&data=05%7C01%7Ciduca%40iom.int%7C5ab2887f3d1842763d3908daea688f43%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C638080032039189925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=49RKKw7pJNTTNDg%2BJeATICwIw5gLqcRy%2BZ8zbowvVZs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.co%2F3a9vxLdgaC&data=05%7C01%7Ciduca%40iom.int%7C5ab2887f3d1842763d3908daea688f43%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C638080032039189925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=49RKKw7pJNTTNDg%2BJeATICwIw5gLqcRy%2BZ8zbowvVZs%3D&reserved=0
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1411/files/documents/unicef-iom-global-insight-guiding-principles-for-children-on-the-move-in-the-context-of-climate-change-2022.pdf

their full potential. However, climate change impacts, especially in rural areas, can lead to a decline in
youth employment opportunities, which in conjunction with other drivers can increment youth
movement from a rural area to an urban one. At the same time, climate change and the environment
can influence on the way we work and deliver with research showing the importance of skilled workers
and their significant impact on innovation and research and development activities in destination
countries if adequate migration policies are in place. Youth can be effective partners in addressing
climate change-induced migration, recovering the rural areas, and engaging in local responses at cities,
among other things. However, in order for them to engage in policy development, there is a need to
ensure access to quality education, dignified employment opportunities, to equip them with skills and
knowledge in order to adapt to a changing world and climate.

Objective

Explore how to foster youth engagement in green activities that can build their resilience, accelerate
climate action, and contribute to addressing the environmental drivers that compel them to move.

Panel 5: Building resilient and peaceful cities and communities
Introduction

Contemporarily, the global domain faces many critical issues that significantly undermine future peace
and security. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes the essentiality of fostering
peaceful, just, and inclusive societies free from fear and violence, which are embedded in human rights
(including the right to development), the effective rule of law, and governance at all levels. To achieve
this aim, more emphasis and resources must be invested into peacebuilding, support for regional
conflict prevention, reduction of global security threats, and to ensure alignment within the framework
of peace and sustainability.

Some 56 per cent of the world’s population — 4.4 billion inhabitants — live in cities and, over the coming
decades, this trend is expected to continue, with the urban population more than doubling its current
size by 2050 (World Bank, 2023). Cities can be hotspots of growth and prosperity, where development
gains benefit millions of people; at the same time, cities can be places where poverty and inequality,
criminal violence, conflict and disaster risk concentrate (IDMC, 2022). Within cities, the interplay of
risks and vulnerabilities is often particularly complex, and when these spills over into urban crises, cities
can work as an amplifier and challenge traditional models of humanitarian response, as well as play a
dynamic role in crossing the humanitarian-peace-development divide through innovative, community-
led solutions.

In climate vulnerable and conflict-affected and fragile countries, climate change and disasters are
placing additional pressure on cities. Rural-urban migrants, internally displaced people (IDPs), people
displaced across borders and international migrants may end up living in peri-urban informal
settlements with limited access to the services, infrastructure and systems that speak to risk reduction
and climate change adaptation. In turn, urban sprawl puts pressure on land and natural resources,
resulting in undesirable outcomes; cities currently represent two-thirds of global energy consumption
and generate more than 70 per cent of greenhouse gas emissions (World Bank, 2023). As urbanization
continues, as the 2022 floods in Pakistan and 2023 Turkiye/Syria earthquake have demonstrated,
climate resilient infrastructural investment, combined with adherence to related legislation including
building code standards, grows ever more critical.

Cities must develop sustainable mechanisms that are resilient and flexibly adaptable to these growing
and interlocking challenges. Cities and communities are already on the front lines of inclusive, people-
centered responses to these challenges, establishing policy and practical solutions that create
opportunities for everyone to thrive, as called for by Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 11:
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Sustainable cities and communities (with related multiplier effects throughout all 17 of the SDGs).
Community-driven models that put people, regardless of migratory status, gender, ability, ethnicity,
age or any other factor, at the heart of urban governance can be inspiring pathways that national
governments and the international community can learn from, emulate and solidify into longer-term
policies and approaches.

Based on the understanding that communities can be drivers for their own care and change, they
should be meaningfully involved in all stages of policy making of sustainable development. Using
community-based approaches facilitates families, groups and communities to foster social cohesion,
integration and encourage recovery and resilience. These approaches also contribute to restoring
those collective structures and systems essential to daily life and well-being. This is of particular
importance in contexts impacted by ongoing security threats and high levels of mobility where migrant
and host communities may compete over the same scarce resources. Inter-communal tensions can be
reduced by building on existing community resources, being inclusive and by meaningfully involving
communities in finding solutions to existing problems.

The global overlapping crisis requires to integrate more comprehensive approaches such as
community-driven ones that promote reintegration, integration, resilience and community security
programming. Interconnecting the central role of communities in the peacebuilding and reconciliation
processes, facilitate to address the different dynamics of (re)integration and resilience processes, of
different target groups and receiving- and host communities.

This panel will explore ways to address the challenges associated with building resilient and peaceful
societies in an era of rapid urbanization.

Objective

To identify ways to address the challenges toto foster and enable environments in the integration and
inclusion of migrants towards a sustainable peace in an era of rapid urbanization.

Closing remarks: Key actions to accelerate achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals
Objective

Draft tangible recommendations on the five prioritising acceleration points covered during the IDM NY
session, towards the HLPF and UN HLM on UHC.
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