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11 th Annual Multi -Stakeholder Forum  

on Science, Technology and Innovation (STI Forum)  

 

Digital Innovation for Susta inable Development 

 

Side -event – Concept Note 

Last update: 01 May 2026  

 

1. Introduction  

The 11 th Annual Multi -Stakeholder Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation  (STI Forum) for 

the Sustainable Development Goals will be held on 6 -7 May 2026 in New York, under the theme 

Transformative, equitable and coordinated science, technology and innovation for the 2030 Agenda and 

a sustainable future for all . On this occasion, the GoF, supported by the Digital Cooperation 

Organization (DCO) , will convene a roundtable titled “Digital Innovation for Sustainable 

Development”. This side event  will provide a platform to elevate the voices of diverse stakeholders 

from the Global South , and DCO partners,  including governments, start -ups , entrepreneurs, and 

private sector leaders, within the multilateral dialogue on science, technology, and innovation for 

sustainable development. The session will focus on how digital innovation can accelerate progress 

across the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), while highlighting the importance of building 

inclusive digital ecosystems that enable meaningful pa rticipation from both developed and 

developing economies . 

 

2. Event Details  

▪ Title: Digital Innovation for Sustainable Development     

▪ Duration: 75 min 

▪ Format: Roundtable  

▪ Co-hosts:  

o Digital Cooperation Organization  

o Permanent Mission of Pakistan  

o Permanent Mission of Saudi Arabia  

o UNCTAD 

▪ Date and Time : 5 May 2026,11:30 -12:45 (EST)  

▪ Venue: Conference Room 9  (CR9) , UNHQ, New York  

▪ Targeted audience: STI Forum Participants  incl. government  representatives, policy makers, 

Multilateral agencies,  start -up ecosystem,  private sector , academia, civil society.  
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3. Agenda and run of show  

 

For alignment, a ll speakers and panelists (or their focal points) are kindly requested to be at the 

venue (CR9) by 11.15 am  (EST)  

 

Time / Session  Description  
Welcom ing  Remarks  
(5 min) 

Remarks  by a  representative of the Group of Friends for Digital 
Cooperation  (tbc) 

High -level Segment  
(15 min) 

Keynote by DCO Council  representative : 

• Ministerial level speaker (tbc)  
Additional remarks from DCO Observer  representative : 

• High -level private Sector (tbc)  

Startups Segments  
(20 mins)  

Elevator Pitches  
DCO will convene a delegation of 9 start -ups founders (details in 
the Deal book) from various DCO Member States. Each founder will 
deliver a 1-minute elevator pitch highlighting their business 
model, impact on relevant SDGs, and scalability potential.  

Roundtable Discussion  
(25 min) 

Moderated Dialogue on Digital Innovation and Sustainable 
Development  
 
Reflecting on the initial segments of the roundtable, primary 
respondents (co -host and partners) will be invited to intervene and 
share their perspective s  on challenges and opportunities for 
digital innovation . 
 
Proposed primary respondents:  

• Mr. Juan Jose Martinez Badillo, Chief of New York Office,  
UNCTAD  (confirmed)  

• Representative from the UN Office for Sout h-South 
Cooperation (tbc)  

• Representative s  from the UN Group of Friends  
 
Following the primary respondents, the floor will be given to  all 
participants to share perspectives  and comments.  

Closing remarks  
(10 min)  

Wrap-up and c all to Action  
The h ost will  deliver final remarks, summarize key insights  and 
actionable outcomes of the discussion . 
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4. Background information  

As digital technologies continue to reshape economic systems, governance models, and 

development pathways, there is a growing recognition that innovation must be supported by the 

right policy environments, investment flows, and talent ecosystems . This side event will explore 

practical approaches to strengthening these enabling conditions, including expanding  and new  

cooperation  models for  access to finance for startups and SMEs, strengthening digital innovation 

ecosystems, and promoti ng responsible digital transformation. Attention will be given to how 

international cooperation can help bridge digital divides and ensure that digital opportunities 

translate into measurable development outcomes.  

 

This roundtable, will contribute to the broader multilateral discussions surrounding the UN Global 

Digital Compact (GDC)  and ongoing efforts and also reflect the priorities of the DCO 4-Year Agenda  

adopted by the DCO Council , which emphasizes advancing digital prosperity, strengthening digital 

innovation ecosystems, expanding access to digital skills, and enabling cross -border collaboration 

across its Member States and partners. Through  diverse  initiatives, DCO works to create practical 

pathways that connect innovation with sustainable development.  

 

The session aims to bridge the gap between multilateral commitments and practical 

implementation  and w ill showcase how collaborative digital initiatives , supported by strong policy 

frameworks, investment, and partnerships , can translate global developme nt ambitions into 

tangible  and measurable  impact.  

 

5. Objectives  of the session  

• Showcase practical digital solutions and innovation models addressing SDGs  

• Advance collaborative approaches to scaling innovation for sustainable development, while 

fostering new partnerships across governments, the private sector, academia, and civil 

society . 

• Strengthen the participation of innovation ecosystems in multilateral dialogue and p rovide 

a platform to elevate the perspectives of startups, entrepreneurs, and innovation ecosystem 

stakeholders from DCO Member States within global digital policy dialogue.  

 

6. Contact details  

For any additional details regarding this session, please contact the secretariat of the Group of Friends for 

Digital Cooperation: gof@dco.org  

 

All details of the side -event will be also available on the webpage  of the event: https://dco.org/sti -forum -

2026/   

  

mailto:gof@dco.org
https://dco.org/sti-forum-2026/
https://dco.org/sti-forum-2026/
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Appendix  1 – List  of participating DCO Observers / Private Sector Entities   

 

Country  Entity  Representative Name  Representative Title  

United 

States of 

America  

Microsoft  Mr. Howie Wachtel   

Senior Director  of Policy, 

UN and International 

Organizations  

Pakistan  
Pakistan IT Industry 

Association (P@SHA)   
Mr. Sajjad Syed  Chairman  

Pakistan  
Virtual Remittance Gateway 

(VRG) 
Mr. Zarrar Sehgal   Chairman  

 

Appendix 2 – List of participating DCO startups  

 

Country  Startup  Description  Sector  SDG Alignment  

Bangladesh  PriyoShop  

B2B e -commerce platform 
digitizing retail supply 
chains and enabling SME 
access to goods and 
financing  

E-Commerce  

SDG 8 (Economic 
Growth), SDG 9 (Industry 
& Innovation), SDG 10 
(Reduced Inequalities)  

Morocco INBAT  

AI and IoT -driven livestock 
monitoring improving 
productivity, sustainability, 
and food systems 
resilience  

Agritech  

SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), 
SDG 12 (Responsible 
Consumption), SDG 15 
(Life on Land)  

Morocco Fygurs  

AI-powered strategic 
intelligence platform 
enabling data -driven 
product and business 
decision -making  

SaaS  

SDG 8 (Decent Work & 
Economic Growth), SDG 9 
(Industry, Innovation & 
Infrastructure)  

Morocco Naturaledger  

Climate -tech platform 
enabling carbon 
measurement, reporting, 
and verified credit trading  

Carbon 
Markets  

SDG 13 (Climate Action), 
SDG 12 (Responsible 
Consumption), SDG 17 
(Partnerships)  

Morocco L’Bled First  

Tourism platform 
connecting travelers to local 
experiences, supporting 
inclusive and sustainable 
tourism 

Tourism Tech 
SDG 8 (Economic Growth), 
SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities 
& Communities) 

Nigeria  XChangeBox  

Digital FX and cross -
border payments platform 
improving financial access 
and trade efficiency  

Fintech  

SDG 8 (Economic 
Growth), SDG 9 
(Infrastructure), SDG 17 
(Partnerships for Goals)  
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Nigeria  Zeeh Africa  

Open banking and identity 
infrastructure enabling 
secure digital financial 
ecosystems across Africa 

Fintech 
SDG 8 (Economic Growth), 
SDG 9 (Infrastructure), SDG 
16 (Strong Institutions) 

Oman Walkk  

Smart mobility solutions 
promoting sustainable 
urban transport and micro-
mobility ecosystems 

Mobility 
SDG 11 (Sustainable 
Cities), SDG 13 (Climate 
Action) 

Saudi Arabia  Me'kaaz  

Wearable health technology 
for remote monitoring and 
preventive healthcare 
delivery 

Healthtech 

SDG 3 (Good Health & 
Well-being), SDG 9 
(Innovation & 
Infrastructure) 

 


