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Side event on Shaping an Environmentally Sustainable and Inclusive Digital Future

9 October 2024, 10:00-12:30
UN HQ, New York, Conference Room 2

Context

How can the follow-up to Global Digital Compact best reflect environmental dimension? Continuing
rapid digitalization of the global economy offers significant opportunities for growth and resilience in
times of cascading crises and uncertainty. Data and digital technologies can support trade,
development, and sustainability, while also mitigating environmental and developmental
challenges. However, it is important to also ensure that the fast-evolving digital ecosystem remains
environmentally sustainable. So far shifts towards digital and low-carbon technologies have been
treated separately, despite being deeply interconnected within the broader transition of the global
economy. Addressing them together is necessary for coherent policies.

The Digital Economy Report 2024 highlights the growing environmental costs of digital reliance,
including resource depletion, pollution and waste. Emerging technologies like artificial intelligence
and the Internet of things are likely to exacerbate these issues. To avoid adding to various
environmental risks, digitalization needs to be as sustainable as possible. It is especially important
to ensure that developing countries, lagging in digitalization and more vulnerable to early climate
impacts, can catch up and fully benefit from digital opportunities. Collaborative efforts involving
governments, civil society and partnerships like the Coalition for Digital Environmental Sustainability
(CODES) are essential to achieve better outcomes at the digitalization and environment nexus than
if Governments or multilateral agencies act alone. Immediate action is needed to shape the future
digital economy and its environmental footprint.

In line with this year’s Second Committee general debate theme, Growth and Resilience in Uncertain
Times, this event will explore ways to maximize the benefits of digitalization while addressing
sustainability and inclusive development challenges. Additionally, the event holds significant
relevance for both the follow-up processes to the Global Digital Compact and the WSIS+20 review.

Guiding questions

e Whatis the environmental footprint of digitalization?

e What are the implications for developing countries?

e How can the Global Digital Compact and other forums and processes within the United
Nations help ensure that the increased reliance on low-carbon and digital technologies are
addressed holistically?
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PROGRAMME

10:00-10:15 Welcome remarks
e Ms. Stefany Romero, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of Uruguay,
Rapporteur, Second Committee, 79" session

Opening remarks
e H.E. Mr. Chola Milambo, Permanent Representative of the Republic of
Zambia to the UN, Co-Facilitator of Global Digital Compact
10:15-10:45 Setting the stage
e Mr. Torbjorn Fredriksson, Head, E-commerce and Digital Economy
Branch, UN Trade and Development
e Mr. David Jensen, Coordinator, Digital Transformation subprogramme,
UN Environment Programme
10:45-11:30 Panel discussion

Moderator: Mr. Juan José Martinez Badillo, Chief, NYO, UN Trade and
Development
e H.E. Mr. Sérgio Franga Danese, Permanent Representative of Brazil (tbc)
e H.E. Mr. Bob Rae, Permanent Representative of Canada to the UN (video)
e Ms. Sofie Sandstrom Jaffe, Permanent Observer, International Union for
Conservation of Nature
e Mr. Michael Macrae, Director of Scope 2 and Senior Advisor on Impact
Accounting, World Resources Institute
e Mr. Corey Dehmey, Chief Executive Officer, Sustainable Electronics
Recycling International
11:30-12:00 Q&A and discussion

Moderator: Ms. Stefany Romero, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of
Uruguay, Rapporteur, Second Committee, 79" session

12:00-12:15 Closing remarks
e H.E. Mr. Paul Bekkers, Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands to the United Nations Office in Geneva, President of the
UNCTAD Trade and Development Board (tbc)
e Ms. Stefany Romero, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of Uruguay,
Rapporteur, Second Committee, 79" session



