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pass that chicken
• Get into a group with 5-6 other participants. 

• Each group should take one rubber chicken and 

give it to the person in the group who is the 

youngest. 

• This person should answer the question and then 

pass the chicken to the left. That person will then 

answer the same question. Keep passing the 

chicken and answering the question until time is 

called [even if it goes all the way around more 

than once].

• Keep each answer to only one sentence.
Kluth [2018]



action & 
expression

representationengagement

stimulating 

interest 

& motivation



• NOT a checklist to complete

• NOT a lesson planning template

• IS a guide to support decision-making

• IS designed to help educators remember all 

research-based options for removing barriers



engagement

• options for recruiting 

interest (e.g., provide 

choices, tap into 

interests)

• options for sustaining 

effort (e.g., 

cooperative learning , 

community building)

• options for self-

regulation (e.g., 

promote reflection,  

teach growth 

mindset)



boredom/apathy, frustration, anger,    

resentment, annoyance, fear, fatigue, etc.

+

humor, connection, novelty,                                                                                

relevance, etc.

=

anticipation, confidence,                                     

curiosity, suspense, intrigue, expectancy, etc.

Jensen, E.  Engaging Students with Poverty in Mind . ASCD. (p. 41)



When students are 

engaged, motivated 

& feel  minimal stress:
• information flows freely;

• higher levels of cognition 

are achieved;

• connections are made 

more easily.





surveys
Kluth, P. [2018] Universal Design Daily. 



choices: ideas

-level of challenge

-tools utilized

-sequence of tasks

-free time/genius hour

-partners/groupings

-topics of study

-class rules/practices                      



fun & games
Udvari-Solner & Kluth (2018). Joyful Learning.

• catch

• musical 

pairs

• walk it to 

know it





• Movement helps divergent thinking (e.g., generating 

creative uses for objects).

• Benefit was present during walking or after walking. 

• Participants experienced an impressive boost in 

creativity (60%)



moments

• welcome 

surprises

• celebrations

• novelty

• connection

• humor





http://musingsfromthemiddleschool.blogspot.com

/2017/01/host-book-tasting-in-your-classroom.html



Anybody want a “pup quiz”?



consider relevance

• personal relevance

• regional relevance

• cultural relevance





“If my teacher had challenged 

me to learn how the electronic 

box that opened the door 

worked, I would have dived 

head first into electronics. 

Fixations can be                         

tremendous motivators.”

Grandin (2006)









James White caught 5 
screen passes. On one 
reception, he gained 10 
yards after contact. On 
the other receptions, 
he gained a total of 18 
yards. How many total 
yards after contact did 
James White have in 
the game? 

James White had 3 
rushing plays during 
the game. On one play 
he lost 4 yards. On 
another play, he 
gained 29 yards. On the 
third play, he gained 2 
yards.  How many 
yards did James White 
gain during the game? 





or

#DisruptTexts





https://teacher-blog.education.com

https://teacher-blog.education.com/




How can you minimize distraction                       

& keep students “on track”? 





How does this foster                        

collaboration & community?
[CBS News: Teacher Has Personalized 

Handshakes with Every One of His Students]



community-building ideas

• show & tell

• news &                              

goods

• What’s In                                         

Your Pocket?



Kluth, P. [2018] Universal Design Daily. 



feedback should be: 

• clear [Do students 

understand it?; Is it 

actionable?]

• timely 

• connected to a 

goal



vary demands & resources

• differentiate level of challenge

• alternatives in tools/scaffolds

• emphasize the wide range of ways to 

meet standards(e.g., progress, effort)



www.newsela.com

http://www.newsela.com/




support/teach 

personal coping skills
• tools for managing 

challenges

• growth mindset 

reminders

• materials that help 

students cope/learn 

coping strategies 

(e.g., manta swag; 

calm box)



www.mindfulschools.org

http://www.mindfulschools.org/


Dear Ms. Van Boxtel & Ms. Rhee,

I would like to be in Chess Club and Chess Scholars. I would also like to propose a 
Chess Challenge Group for after school (see me for ideas on this). 

I don’t like going to Spanish because the room is really HOT!!! That needs adjusting. 

Can we find a way to get more Ozzie in the day?

--- Rocco

Kluth, P. (2010). You’re going 

to love this kid. Baltimore: Brookes. 
[letter to IEP team: p. 289]



self-assessment/refection                        
Kluth & Danaher (2014) From Text Maps to Memory Caps.  





www.cast.org

http://www.cast.org/


www.udldaily.com

http://www.udldaily.com/


Off the Page: 

to my                channel for free 

tips to view, post & share 



Want to learn more about inclusion, 

collaboration & UDL? Visit me on 

social media or on 

my website…



www.paulakluth.com

http://www.paulakluth.com/

