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October 24, 2024 
United Nations Headquarters, Conference Room #7 

11:00am – 12:45pm EDT 

  

Background: 

This third official gathering of University for Peace (UPEACE) faculty, 

colleagues and partners to a roundtable series on Peace Innovation also 

coincides with the UPEACE research publication, Innovating for Peace, 

including invited papers from participants in the first Peace Innovation 

Roundtable held at UPEACE Headquarters in Costa Rica in May 2022. 

On October 24th, UPEACE will present this publication and facilitate a 

roundtable discussion on defining peace innovation, its community and its 

capacity, building a peace innovation research agenda, and concretizing the 

next steps to create a stronger commitment to peace innovation, both within 

and outside the United Nations.   

Importantly, a Peace Innovation agenda attempts to shift the focus on 

the future of peace from technology-centered to people-centered. Where 

innovating for peace means placing digital technologies into the context of 

people’s lived experiences, their needs, their ingenuity and their self-

determination. A focus on innovating the work, the education and the skills 

of peace to meet the needs of our current unstable global moment and 

future means bringing in a diverse range of stakeholders to reimagine 

peacebuilding collectively, where technologies are understood as critical 

assets alongside other assets such as political will, the affordances of the 

natural world, and a shared commitment to non-violence, physically and 

systemically. 

 

 



 

 

 

Program: 

 

Introduction Fransisco Rojas Aravena, Rector, University for Peace 

Opening Remarks Lannel Eugenia Villalto Carballo, Minister Counselor of the 

Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the United Nations  

 Ambassador Andreas von Uexküll, Deputy Permanent 

Representative of Sweden to the United Nations  

Presentation: Peace 

Innovation Agenda 
at UPEACE 

Juan Carlos Sainz-Borgo, Vice Rector, University for Peace 

Reflections on 
Publication  

Melissa Wild, Special Advisor, University for Peace 

Facilitated 
Roundtable 

Dialogue  

Moderator: Ramu Damodaran, Permanent Observer of the 
University for Peace to the United Nations 

 Roundtable Discussants (in alphabetical order) : 

  

Paige Arthur, Director of Global Programming, Columbia 

University, and Co-Author of AI for Peace  

 
Christine Keung, General Partner, J2 Ventures 

 

Marina Kumskova, Senior UN Advocacy and Policy 

Adviser, Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed 

Conflict (GPPAC)  
 

Adam Lupel, Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, 

International Peace Institute 
 

Amy Salzheur, Founder and Managing Partner, Good 

Growth Capital 

 

Closing Remarks Gabriela Ramos, Assistant Director-General for Social and 

Human Sciences of UNESCO; UPEACE Council Member 

(via video recording) 

 

 

 Scan for digital 

copy of publication:  

Peace Innovation: 

Reflections and 

Ideas 
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Ambassador Andreas von Uexküll 

Deputy Permanent Representative of 
Sweden to the United Nations 

 

Ambassador von Uexküll is a Swedish diplomat 
who prior to his current appointment as Deputy 

Permanent Representative served as Deputy Head 

of Department for Asia, Pacific, and Latin America 
at the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs. von 

Uexküll was appointed the Swedish Ambassador 
to Somalia and the Artic Council. Additionally, von 

Uexküll was posted as the Head of Section for 
Trade and Economy at both the Swedish Embassy 

in Washington D.C. and the Swedish Embassy in 
Tallinn, Estonia. Ambassador von Uexküll 

previously served in New York as First Secretary 

for the Political Section of the Swedish Mission to 
the United Nations. In Sweden, von Uexküll led 

the Union for Swedish Diplomats and was part of 
a public inquiry how the Swedish Foreign Service 

should be organized in the future. Ambassador 
von Uexküll holds a Master of Political Science 

from Stockholm University in Sweden. He is 
married to Mariliina von Uexküll and they have 

four children. 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Paige Arthur 

Director of Global Programming, 

Columbia University 

 
 

Dr. Paige Arthur joined Columbia University in 
2023, working primarily with the 11 Global 

Centers around the world to support trailblazing 
research and take it to action on the world’s most 

complex challenges. Dr. Arthur previously served 
as Deputy Director of the Center on International 

Cooperation at NYU, one of the leading think 

tanks on issues of global governance from 2017 
to 2022. She was also the Director of the 

Peacebuilding and Prevention program. She has 
worked extensively with the UN at headquarters 

and field levels, as well as with civil society 
groups and governments in Europe and Africa. 

Arthur is also the author and editor of 4 books, 
most recently, AI for Peace (Routledge 2024, co-

authored with Branka Panic), which surveys the 

practical applications of AI for peacebuilding and 
conflict prevention. Her work has been translated 

into French, Spanish, Portuguese, and Turkish. 
She holds a PhD in contemporary European 

history, with a focus on decolonization, from the 
University of California–Berkeley, and a BA from 

The Johns Hopkins University. 

https://www.amazon.com/AI-Peace-Everything-Branka-Panic/dp/1032418389/ref=sr_1_11?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.mxmUM4a4qIKv8X-mzYG4RADVKAP1efkiwoQ0E4okELVbDqW2HovX5hzjlJjPrBxzqAqCyWiVuZpGC3e0nvPk9v1GnnwCY8XmvnQvuDGbnbQjZtLUxVqiYO_sBF5X1-mWHjvo1hXjVL5jixMHNQMuA7rQtv7UBCK_nwXhU-GP4eDP2hpNL4-r8i5r4ftkQBoQ.CEXdlt7QcQkuDf_r1CKHUxLpYiMZE-kI56bayS2ewM4&dib_tag=se&qid=1705699562&refinements=p_27%3APaige+Arthur&s=books&sr=1-11&text=Paige+Arthur
https://www.amazon.com/AI-Peace-Everything-Branka-Panic/dp/1032418389/ref=sr_1_11?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.mxmUM4a4qIKv8X-mzYG4RADVKAP1efkiwoQ0E4okELVbDqW2HovX5hzjlJjPrBxzqAqCyWiVuZpGC3e0nvPk9v1GnnwCY8XmvnQvuDGbnbQjZtLUxVqiYO_sBF5X1-mWHjvo1hXjVL5jixMHNQMuA7rQtv7UBCK_nwXhU-GP4eDP2hpNL4-r8i5r4ftkQBoQ.CEXdlt7QcQkuDf_r1CKHUxLpYiMZE-kI56bayS2ewM4&dib_tag=se&qid=1705699562&refinements=p_27%3APaige+Arthur&s=books&sr=1-11&text=Paige+Arthur
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Christine Keung 

General Partner, J2 Ventures 

 

 

 
 

Christine Keung is a General Partner at J2 
Ventures. Her career spans the public and private 

sector, having worked in federal, state, and 
municipal government, served in leadership roles 

at high-growth technology companies like Dropbox 
and Figma, and held investment roles at 

Bridgewater Associates, Atomic VC, and a single 

family office. Christine is a U.S. Department of 
State Fulbright Scholar, Tech Policy fellow at the 

Aspen Institute, and a member of Schmidt Futures’ 
International Strategy Forum. Christine began her 

career as an early member of Dropbox’s security 
team, working on emergent issues around data 

regulation and privacy, and as Chief of Staff, 
serving as operational lead of the company’s legal, 

policy, and security org. She has trained security 

professionals through the SANS Institute and has 
published research with Harvard Kennedy School’s 

Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs 
and Berkman Klein Center for Internet and Society. 

Christine holds a B.A. from Wellesley College and 
an M.B.A. from Harvard Business School. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Marina Kumskova 

Senior UN Advocacy and Policy 
Adviser, Global Partnership for the 

Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC)  

 

 
 

 

Marina has been working in the field of human 
rights since 2013, by being part of numerous 

projects exploring human rights issues around the 
world and focusing on the study of enforced 

disappearances in Chechnya. She added the peace 
and security work to her portfolio in 2016 by 

joining the Women, Peace and Security 
Programme at Women’s International League for 

Peace and Freedom. There Marina worked to 

advance gender-sensitive conflict analysis and 
women’s participation in peace work with a specific 

focus on the Middle East and North Africa. 
Being passionate about conflict prevention and 

building stronger links between work in-countries 
and at the global level, Marina joined GPPAC in 

2019 as our UN Advocacy Officer to advance the 
global priorities of GPPAC members. 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Adam Lupel 
Vice President and Chief Operating 

Officer, International Peace Institute 

Adam Lupel has been Vice President and Chief 

Operating Officer at the International Peace 

Institute since 2016. He served as IPI Acting 
President and CEO from October 2020 to March 

2021. He is responsible for developing IPI’s long-
term research agenda and for overseeing 

management and coordination among all IPI 
Departments. In 2015, he led IPI’s support to the 

General Assembly-mandated “Lessons Learned 
Exercise” on the UN Mission for Ebola Emergency 

Response, working in close collaboration with the 

Executive Office of the Secretary-General. Dr. 
Lupel is the author of Globalization and Popular 

Sovereignty: Democracy’s Transnational 
Dilemma (2009) and the co-editor of Peace 

Operations and Organized Crime: Enemies or 
Allies? (2011) and Responding to Genocide: The 

Politics of International Action (2013).He has a 
PhD in political theory and an MA in liberal studies 

from the New School for Social Research and a BA 

in international relations with a concentration in 
Latin America from Boston University. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Amy Salzheur 
Founder and Managing Partner, Good 

Growth Capital 

  

Amy brings twenty-four years of experience in 

finding transformative science companies and 

leading science-based businesses to the team, 
having served previously as the CEO of Ignition 

Ventures, where she and Good Growth Managing 
Partner Maureen Stancik Boyce helped start 

companies worth over US $1 billion out of science 
labs in areas such as chip-based fuel cells, self-

organizing networks, selective brain cooling, and 
advanced materials. Amy is an inventor who 

holds several patents, speaks internationally 

about entrepreneurship and leadership, and 
serves on multiple for-profit and non-profit 

boards. Her many recognitions include being 

chosen multiple times as a top “40 Under 40” 
business leader and being selected by the World 

Economic Forum as one of its “One Hundred Top 
Global Leaders for Tomorrow.” 

Amy holds an A.B. magna cum laude from 
Harvard University, an M.Phil in Plant Sciences 

from Cambridge University; and an MBA from MIT 
Sloan School of Management. 
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Gabriela Ramos is UNESCO’s Assistant 

Director-General for the Social and Human 

Sciences. She oversees the institution's 

contributions to building inclusive societies. Her 

mandate includes tackling economic inequalities 

of income and opportunity, and promoting social 

inclusion and gender equality. She also oversees 

the youth empowerment agenda, promoting 

values through sport, fighting against racism and 

discrimination, and the ethics of science and 

technology. She oversaw the development and 

adoption of the Recommendation on the Ethics 

of Artificial Intelligence (2021), its Readiness 

Assessment Methodology (RAM), and the 

establishment of UNESCO’s annual Global Forum 

on the Ethics of AI. She is currently steering the 

Organization’s two-year-long inclusive process to 

develop the first global Recommendation on the 

ethics of neurotechnology. 

 

She also launched the Global Forum against Racism and Discrimination to catalyze Member 
States’ political support for this cause. On gender equality, she has advanced several 

initiatives, particularly to combat gender stereotypes and biases, including in new 
technologies. She also leads UNESCO’s Management of Social Transformations (MOST) 

programme to support governments in strengthening the connection between innovative 
research and policy action. She has overseen several of UNESCO’s research publications, 

notably “Inclusive and resilient societies: equality, sustainability and efficiency” (2023). 

Previously, Gabriela Ramos worked as Cabinet Director and Sherpa for the G20, G7 and 
APEC at the OECD, contributing to increasing the OECD's global impact and leading key 

initiatives such as "Inclusive Growth", and "New Approaches to Economic Challenges". At 

the G20, she contributed to the international reform for fair tax systems, the 
establishment of the W20, the adoption of the gender quota to reduce the labour gap, and 

the adoption of the principles of artificial intelligence, among others. She also oversaw global 
relations and the OECD's membership enlargement process. 

 
She was a member of the G7 Gender Equality Advisory Council (GEAC) for 2022, an 

independent advisory body that develops recommendations on gender equality issues across 

Gabriela Ramos 

Assistant Director-General for the Social and Human Sciences 

UNESCO ; UPEACE Council Member 

https://www.unesco.org/en/ethics-neurotech/recommendation?hub=355
https://www.unesco.org/en/ethics-neurotech/recommendation?hub=355
https://www.unesco.org/en/ethics-neurotech/recommendation?hub=355


 

the entire G7 agenda. In 2019, she launched the Business for Inclusive Growth (B4IG) 
platform, bringing together 40 multinational companies committed to reducing inequalities. 

Previously, she was Director of the OECD Office in Mexico and Latin America, where she 
supported reforms in education, telecommunications, gender and health. She was a 

member of the Mexican Foreign Service. 
 

In 2013 she was awarded the Order of Merit (Ordre du Mérite) by the President of France. 
Her work to promote gender equality has earned her several awards including from Forbes 

and Apolitico. She has been a Fulbright and Ford McArthur Fellow. She is an alumna of 

Harvard University's Masters in Public Policy and Universidad Iberoamericana's BA in 
International Relations. She is a board member of the Paris Peace Forum, the UNICEF 

Advisory Board, the Lancet COVID-19 Commission and the Lancet Commission on Gender-
Based Violence and Maltreatment of Young People, as well as member of the Danone 

"Entreprise à Mission" Committee. Assistant Director-General Ramos also serves on the 
University for Peace Council since 2022. 


