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                                            CONCEPT NOTE 
High-level side event on the margins of the 79th session of the United 
Nations General Assembly (UNGA 79) 
 
Title: “Galvanizing Momentum for the Global Plastic Pollution Instrument” 
Date: 25 September 2024 
Time: 15:00 - 17:00pm 
Venue: UN Headquarters, New York, Conference Room 5 
 
Organizers: The Government of Kenya, the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) including the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) 
Secretariat, Member States (TBC).  
 
BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE 
Plastic pollution has become one of the most pressing environmental crises of our 
time. Seven billion tons of plastic waste has been generated globally and under a 
business-as-usual scenario and in the absence of necessary interventions, the flow 
of plastic waste into the environment will continue to rise. Discharge of plastic waste 
into the aquatic ecosystems could nearly triple from some 9–14 million tons per year 
in 2016 to a projected 23–37 million tons per year by 2040. 
 
Plastic pollution alters habitats and natural processes, reducing ecosystems’ ability to 
adapt to climate change, directly affecting millions of people’s livelihoods, food 
production capabilities and social well-being. The real economic, social and 
environmental costs of plastic pollution is significant and growing. The world will not 
achieve the UN Sustainable Development Goals by 2030 if the plastic pollution crisis 
is not addressed. 
 
There is need to immediately galvanize synergistic strategies and action plans. The 
world must leverage the historic resolution adopted by Member States in 2022 
at the resumed fifth session of the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA 
5.2) to end plastic pollution and forge an international legally binding instrument on 
plastic pollution, including in the marine environment by the end of 2024. The 
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) to develop the ‘instrument’ 
commenced its work in 2022, having now held four sessions, with the fifth (INC-5) 
and final round to be held this November in Busan, Republic of Korea. It is in this 
context that the Republic of Kenya in collaboration with UNEP, the INC Secretariat 
and other Member States will convene a High-Level Side Event on ending plastic 
pollution on the margins of the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) in New York. 
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OBJECTIVES 
The event aims to mobilize the much-needed political momentum at the highest 
level to inject additional impetus to the ongoing negotiations to develop an 
international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in the marine 
environment by the end of 2024. The specific objectives are to: 
 

i) Inject political impetus to the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee to agree 
on the global plastic instrument by end of 2024 at the fifth and final session of the 
INC in Busan, Republic of Korea, 

ii) Highlight the challenges, best practices and opportunities for tackling plastic 
pollution including innovative solutions from around the world, 

iii) Share perspectives on how to enhance synergistic actions in addressing plastic 
pollution including through streamlined global environmental governance 
architecture, 

iv) Encourage Multistakeholder collaboration including public-private partnerships for 
tackling plastic pollution. 

 
FORMAT AND STRUCTURE 
The event is scheduled for two (2) hours, segmented as:  

i) Opening session,  
ii) Family photo session,  
iii) Two high-level panel discussions,  
iv) Question and answers session  
v) Closing/wrap-up session.  

 
Ten speakers at the level of Head of State and Government/ Head of UN organization 
have been invited to deliver statements and participate in the panel discussions 
addressing questions modelled on the above four objectives. 
 
Opening session: 
Welcome address: Mr. António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations 
(TBC) (5 minutes) 
Keynote speech: H.E William Ruto, PhD, President of the Republic of Kenya 
(keynote address (5-minutes) 
 
Family photo: 10 minutes   
 
Panel discussions: Heads of State and Government from the INC Host 
Countries Alliance (HCA) and invited Heads of State and Government to participate 
in two high level panel discussions each lasting for 30 minutes (1hr)  
 
Question and answer session (30 minutes):  
Questions and Answer session will follow from the two high-level panel discussions 
and will be moderated by the Hon. Adan Barre Duale, Cabinet Secretary for 
Environment, Climate Change and Forestry of the Republic of Kenya, and Ms. 
Inger Andersen, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive 
Director of UN Environment Programme.  
 
Closing /wrap up session (10 minutes): 
Head of State/ Government or a high-level representative from an INC Host Countries 
Alliance will provide a summary of the key messages encouraging scaling up of 
existing efforts and partnerships to tackle plastic pollution and commitment to adopt 
an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution. 



3  

 Expected outcomes 
i) Strengthened collective voice in support of the advancement and conclusion of 

the negotiations of an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution 
by the end of 2024 in Busan, Republic of Korea. 

ii) Increased public awareness and understanding of the severity of plastic 
pollution, generating broader support and urgency for action. 

iii) Knowledge exchange and dissemination of best practices and innovative 
solutions that can be replicated globally. 

iv) Strengthened partnerships and formation of new collaborations and 
enhancing existing ones to tackle plastic pollution. 

 
TARGET AUDIENCE 
i) Member States: Government representatives and policymakers. 
ii) International organizations: UN agencies and international NGOs. 
iii) Private sector: Companies involved in plastics value chain. 
iv) Civil society: NGOs, community groups, youth, the Academia and research 

institutions: Experts and researchers in environmental science and policy. 
v) Media: Journalists and media organizations to amplify the event’s messages. 

 
 
 
 
…………………………………………...END……………………………………………… 


