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INFORMATION NOTE ON SIDE EVENT ON THE SIDELINES OF THE
WORKS OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Theme: “The Colonial Question of Puerto Rico”

Date: Tuesday, 19 November 2024

Time: 13:15-14:30 Hrs.

Venue: Conference Room 8 (UNHQ)

Language: English and Spanish

Format: In person (with live coverage via UN Web TV)
Level: PR/IDPR/CdA

Moderator: H.E. Mr. Samuel Moncada, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the United Nations

Panelists (7 minutes presentations):

1. H.E. Mr. Carlos Ron, President, Simén Bolivar Institute for Peace and Solidarity
among Peoples (via VTC)

2. Mr. Steven Lausell, Puerto Rican attorney

3. Professor Palmira Rios, former Commissioner and President of the Puerto Rican
Civil Rights Commission

Statements: 3 Minutes.

Cultural Sample: Video showcasing Puerto Rican traditional music and dances.
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CONCEPT NOTE

Background:

Since its establishment in 1945, the decolonization agenda has been amongst the
top priorities of the United Nations. This derive, above all, from the principle of “equal
rights and self-determination of peoples”, as stipulated in Article 1.2 of the Charter of the
United Nations, as well as from three specific Chapters in the UN Charter, which are also
devoted to the interests of dependent peoples.

Decolonization is one of those files in which the United Nations has indeed made
great progress. There are multiple success stories, as demonstrated by the expansion of
the membership of the Organization. Today there are a total of 193 Member States, in
comparison to 51, when the United Nations was established almost eighty years ago.
Nevertheless, the task remains uncompleted: 17 non-self-governing territories, and
others which have not yet attained independence, in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV), still await on us for ensuring that their inalienable right to self-
determination is fully realized.

Puerto Rico is one of those territories that still has not been able to fully and
effectively realize its inalienable right to self-determination, in accordance with the
provisions of the “Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples”, as contained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV). This colonial question
has been, since 1972, under consideration by the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples (C-24).

Since then, over forty-two (42) resolutions have been adopted. Nevertheless, no
substantive or meaningful progress has been made towards the realization of the yearns
for freedom, justice and independence of the Puerto Rican people, who remains in the
struggle for achieving its legitimate national inspirations. On the opposite, the colonial
subjugation and dependence has been both deepened and strengthened, including as a
result of the Administering Power’s enactment of measures towards that end. This is,
needless to say, a clear breach of the general consensus on the need to settling once
and for all our pending debt with humanity regarding the definitive conclusion of the
decolonization processes around the world, and, thus, ensuring that colonialism in all its
forms and manifestations is ultimately eradicated.

The struggle of the Puerto Rican people for independence is supported by the wide
majority of the international community. The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and the
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Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC, in Spanish), among others,
have expressed their firm support to this cause and their unwavering solidarity with the
Puerto Rican people, including at the level of Heads of State and/or Government. More
recently, the Group of Friends in Defense of the Charter of the United Nations also
adopted, on 13 May 2024, a Special Declaration on the colonial question of Puerto Rico.

Puerto Rico is a Latin American and Caribbean territory with more than eight
million nationals. Its national identity was forged during more than 400 years under
Spanish rule, until its first pro-independence uprising in 1868. After the change of
jurisdiction in 1898, as a result of an invasion by the current Administering Power,
throughout the 20th Century and into the 21st Century, the people of Puerto Rico has
continued their efforts for self-determination.

Over all these years, the government of the United States of America, however,
has not assumed “its responsibility to promote a process that will enable the Puerto Rican
people to fully exercise their inalienable right to self-determination and independence, in
accordance and in full compliance with General Assembly 1514 (XV) and the resolutions
and decisions of the Special Committee concerning Puerto Rico”, as stated in the multiple
decisions adopted by the C-24 on Puerto Rico.

The colonial situation of Puerto Rico has worsened over time, particularly after the
appointment of a Financial Oversight and Management Board by the President of the
United States of America, in 2016, with the purpose of exercising control over all fiscal
matters and ensuring the restructuring and payment of Puerto Rico’s public debt. The
imposition of this instance has been noted with concern by the C-24 in its latest resolution,
adopted by consensus and without a vote at the Special Committee’s annual substantive
session, in June 2024.

Objectives:

e To raise awareness about the question of Puerto Rico and foster a better
understanding of this colonial question.

e To foster greater solidarity with the people of Puerto Rico, including by
providing relevant information to Member States, in order to promote their
participation on discussions related to this colonial question.

e To update Member States on the latest political developments in Puerto Rico
and its implications for efforts aimed at ensuring the realization of the
inalienable right to self-determination.



