
The priority theme of CSW68 is "Accelerating the achievement of 
gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls by 
addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and financing 
with a gender perspective."

The theme includes a focus on the following areas:

•	•	 Poverty Alleviation: Addressing the root causes of poverty that 
disproportionately affect women and girls.

•	•	 Strengthening Social Protection: Enhancing and expanding 
social safety nets to ensure inclusivity and gender 
responsiveness.

•	•	 Unveiling and Addressing Unpaid Care Work: Recognizing and 
redistributing the burden of unpaid care work to achieve a more 
equitable distribution.

•	•	 Women’s Participation in the Labor Force: Removing barriers 
and promoting equal opportunities for women’s meaningful 
participation in the workforce.

•	•	 Financing with a Gender Perspective: Ensuring financial systems 
are designed and leveraged to advance gender equality, focusing 
on targeted investments.
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GENERAL 
INFORMATION

Russia’s ongoing war against Ukraine – initiated in 2014, intensified 
with full-scale invasion in February 2022, and ruthlessly waged 
to this day – has been globally condemned, even as it continues 
to take a heavy toll. The toll on Ukraine’s people is extreme, with 
more than one-third of the population forced to leave homes, jobs, 
schools, friends and loved ones. The war continues to inflict immea-
surable human suffering, death and destruction. The attacks have 
forced millions to flee and nearly 4 million people – including nearly 
1 million children – are still internally displaced across Ukraine, while 
over 6 million live as refugees abroad. A massive internal migration 
has resulted in the overpopulation of the relatively safer regions of 
Ukraine where the populace is experiencing difficulties accessing 
quality basic services, especially housing, healthcare, education and 
employment. According to the UN over 14.6 million people – about 
40 percent of the Ukrainian population – will need humanitarian as-
sistance in 2024. The majority in need are women and girls. 

The toll on Ukraine’s physical capital is also extreme. Russia’s tar-
geted bombing of essential infrastructure has affected access to 
basic needs, such as electricity, water, food, healthcare, and ed-
ucation. By February 2023, a second Ukraine Rapid Damage and 
Needs Assessment – undertaken by the World Bank, Government of 
Ukraine, the European Commission, and the United Nations to antic-
ipate Ukraine’s economic and social needs for survival and post-war 
recovery – estimated the war-inflicted damage to have surpassed 
US 135 bn. 

The economy has suffered severe setbacks. During 2022 Ukraine’s 
GDP contracted by one-third, reflecting stark declines in the housing 
construction (68%) and other sectors such as industry (38%), trade 
(31%) and agriculture (28%). Women’s labour participation is 15.1% 
less than men`s; 72% of the registered unemployed are women; and 
women's care burden has increased with the war. In this context, 
it is not surprising that 75% of the population reported a decrease 
in their income in 2023 compared to before the war and that lev-
els of poverty are significantly rising. The economy has somewhat 
recovered in 2023 due to stronger fiscal stimulus and continuous 
international aid, but a return to Ukraine’s pre-war levels of produc-
tion and economic activity will require significantly more than the 
price tag is estimated at $411 billion in postwar reconstruction costs. 
Recovery financing should also have a gender lens, especially as 
women’s leadership is needed in the economy, and one out of every 
two businesses created in 2023 are led by women in Ukraine. 

Central to Ukraine’s post-war recovery plans is a commitment to 
ensuring the reconstitution of opportunity for all. This requires a 
gender responsive and inclusive recovery. An important aspect to 
ensure that men and women equally can benefit from recovery is the 
reconstruction of damaged educational and social facilities. Also es-
sential is the improvement of health care provision and reaching out 
to and working with the most vulnerable groups, including people



who have experienced mental and physical trauma. Ukraine also 
hopes for the safe return of the refugees from war who have tempo-
rarily settled abroad, with plans to reach out to Ukrainian exiles and 
facilitate their return to a recovering homeland. 

Ukraine is embarking on a new social contract that will ensure an 
inclusive and sustainable recovery for all Ukrainians. Most important 
will be to ensure that women play a leading and determining role 
in Ukraine’s recovery as proposed by the Government of Ukraine 
through the creation of the Platform for Gender Mainstreaming and 
Inclusive Recovery. They must be part of meaningful decision making 
on recovery planning and financing. Just as women and civil society 
were the most effective early responders in the war, they will also be 
vital to the planning of recovery and the distribution of funds, and 
oversight of the processes of local and national reconstruction ef-
forts. At the very start, reconstruction needs to take into account the 
specific needs of women and girls in the same way that it addresses 
the needs of men and boys. Ukraine’s post-war recovery will require 
the deliberate redesigning of appropriate infrastructure to enable 
equal access to social protection and services for all, gender respon-
sive procurement and women’s input for their full empowerment.

AIM To stimulate the ongoing work and progress of the Government of 
Ukraine in cooperation with the IO’s and CSO’s in preparing a gender 
responsive plan of recovery for Ukraine and accelerate the engage-
ment of the international community to ensure gender equality and 
inclusion in recovery.

EXPECTED 
OUTCOMES

To mobilise international support and financing for Ukraine and 
Ukrainians engaged in gender responsive and inclusive reconstruc-
tion and recovery.

To refocus a spotlight on the destructive impact that the Russian 
war of aggression against Ukraine can potentially wield in a wider 
arena. The world community needs to be on alert, working on con-
flict prevention and resolution and on ensuring that aggressors are 
brought to justice.

EVENT DATE  
AND TIME

March 13, 2024, 16:45 p.m. (ECT)

DURATION 1 hour 15 min

VENUE ECOSOC Chamber – Conference building

PARTICIPANTS Representatives of the official Ukrainian delegation; UN agencies; 
representatives of Permanent Missions to the UN; participation of 
NGO’s; IOs and representatives of the national delegations.



ORGANISERS  
AND  
CO-SPONSORS

Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the UN; UN Women; European 
Union; Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to the UN; Permanent Mission of Czech Republic 
to the UN; Permanent Mission of Sweden to the UN; Permanent 
Mission of the Republic of Lithuania to the UN; Permanent Mission 
of Estonia to the UN; Permanent Mission of Germany to the UN; 
World Federation of Ukrainian Women's Organizations; Georgetown 
Institute for Women, Peace and Security, Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine; 
Ombudsman of Ukraine; Government Commissioner for Gender 
Equality Policy of Ukraine. 

PROGRAM Moderation: 

•	•	 Ms. Kateryna Levchenko, Government Commissioner for 
Gender Equality Policy in Ukraine.

Opening remarks:

•	•	 Ms. Olha Stefanishyna, Deputy Prime Minister for European 
and Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine (video statement).

•	•	 Ms. Sima Sami Bahous, Executive Director, UN Women.
•	•	 Mr. Archie Young, Ambassador to the General Assembly at 

the UK Mission to the UN.
•	•	 Ms. Barbara Rambousek, the EBRD's Director for Gender and 

Economic Inclusion (video statement).
•	•	 Ms. Paulina Brandberg, Minister for Gender Equality of 

Sweden.

Moderated discussion:

•	•	 Ms. Tetiana Berezhna, Deputy Minister of Economy of Ukraine.
•	•	 Ms. Stella Ronner-Grubacic, EU Ambassador on Gender 

Equality and Diversity.
•	•	 Ms. Nataliya Karbovska, director of strategic development of 

the "Ukrainian Women's Fund”.
•	•	 Ms. Klára Šimáčková Laurenčíková, the Government 

Commissioner for Human Rights of the Czech Republic. 
•	•	 Ms. Iryna Postolovska, Deputy Minister of Social Policy 

of Ukraine for European Integration, Deputy Chair of the 
Ukrainian Delegation.

•	•	 Ms. Signe Riisalo, Minister of Social Protection of Estonia.
•	•	 Ms. Giedrė Balčytytė, Chancellor of the Government of the 

Republic of Lithuania.

Closing remarks:

•	•	 Mr. Thomas Peter Zahneisen, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Germany to the United Nations.

ORGANISATIONAL 
ISSUE

Registration for participants via Google form.


