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Navigating New Horizons: A Global Foresight Report  

on Planetary Health and Human Well Being  

15 July 2024, 15:00-16.30 New York time 

United Nations Headquarters, New York, Conference Room 11 

 

This event will be informed by the UNEP Global Foresight Report, which offers valuable 

insights into potential challenges that may hinder environmental sustainability and 

impede the achievement of the SDGs, posing risks to both planetary health and human 

wellbeing. It represents the culmination of 18 months of data collection and participatory 

learning conducted by UNEP in collaboration with partners, reflecting a shift towards a 

forward-thinking culture as part of "United Nations 2.0" initiative.  

The report identifies key drivers of change, including environmental degradation, growing 

scarcity and competition for resources, social and demographic shifts, media and 

information, technology and Artificial Intelligence, geopolitical tensions, governance, 

social and institutional trust, migration, disasters, and conflicts.  

Implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and advancing 

sustainability post-2030 demands an unwavering commitment to long-term planning, 

foresight, and strategic action. The seminal 1987 Brundtland report, "Our Common 

Future," from the World Commission on Environment and Development, defines 

sustainable development as "development that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." The UN 

Secretary-General's Our Common Agenda (2021) urges accelerating the achievement of 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and significantly strengthening 

intergenerational solidarity.  

How can the global community chart a path toward the effective delivery of sustainable, 

resilient, and innovative solutions to reinforce the 2030 Agenda and eradicate poverty in 

times of multiple crises while promoting sustainable prosperity for generations to come? 

As we stand on the brink of the Summit of the Future, this question gains even more 
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significance, set against the backdrop of war, hunger, and socio-economic turmoil posed 

by the triple planetary crisis of climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution. These 

challenges are unprecedented, yet they also present opportunities for better preparation 

and proactive prevention to mitigate negative disruptions while enhancing positive ones.  

Opportunities are maximized by leveraging foresight to shape sustainability pathways to 

advance the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, including the 

pathways to eradicate poverty (SDG1) and hunger (SDG2) and promote climate action 

(SDG 16), peaceful and inclusive societies (SDG16), and solutions through partnerships 

(SDG17). Foresight involves looking at the future while being rooted in the present. When 

used at the right time for the right cause, it ensures forward-thinking, collective 

intelligence, and solidarity in our global responses to complex disruptions and 

challenges. It facilitates a paradigm shift: from reactive to anticipatory, from destruction 

to restoration, and from short-termism to intergenerational equity, guiding us towards 

prosperity for all. 

Objectives  

The objectives of the event are to discuss key findings and process of the UNEP Global 
Foresight report and through this discussion to: 

1. Explore the role of foresight in furthering the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. We 
aim to discuss how foresight can facilitate the delivery of sustainable, resilient, and 
innovative solutions to address the complex environmental challenges we face, as a 
community, and  

2. Outline how foresight methods, processes and approaches can facilitate effective 
engagement with diverse stakeholders, sectors and communities and hence enable 
the socialization of sustainability transitions.    
 

Participation  

The event will bring together ministers from different portfolios, youth representatives, 

experts, and key development actors to discuss and shape ideas and advance 

recommendations and policies to inform longer-term sustainable development 

objectives. 
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Tentative Programme  

15.00-
15.10 

Welcome and Opening 
Remarks  

Moderator (TBC) 
 
Opening remarks: Ligia Noronha  
United Nations Assistant Secretary- General and 
Head of the New York Office, United Nations 
Environment Programme 
 

15.10-
15.30 

Presentation of the 
UNEP Global Foresight 
Report  

Jason Jabbour 
Senior Programme Coordinator, United Nations 
Environment Programme 
 
Salvatore Arico (TBC) 
CEO, International Science Council 
 

15.30-
16.15 

Panel Discussion  
 

Olga Skaredina, Children and Youth Major Group to 
the United Nations Environment Programme 
 
Government Representative 
 
Government Representative 
 

16.15-
16.30  

Final remarks  Guy Ryder, Under-Secretary-General for Policy, 
United Nations 
 
Moderator 

 


